How Did Life Change in Victorian Times? – From Year 5 QCA
Lesson 1

LO: To understand what a census return is and what can be learned from it.


To investigate jobs available in Victorian times

Lesson Introduction:

*Explain to children we will be investigating how our area may have been like in Victorian times.

*Explain that the first census of Britain was taken in 1801 and every 10 years since then (except for 1941)

*Explain that census forms contain information about population such as age, occupation, place of birth)

Body:

Investigate common jobs at this time by looking at pictures and other references. (Types of jobs and description could be collected by jig saw activity)

Plenary:

Which jobs are still available today?

Lesson 2

LO: To understand what a census return is


To extract data about jobs from a census form


To identify changes between 1851 and 1891

Lesson:

*Find census returns for 1851 and 1891. (2004 might also be useful)

*Investigate jobs people had at these times (could be done in a snowball/jigsaw activity for each time period)

*What do these jobs tell you about what the local area might have been like in those times?

Plenary:

Why do you think the types of jobs people do have changed from 1851 to 1891 and also from Victorian times until now (if present day census was done)
Other observations: family size, average age ….

Lesson 3

LO: To understand what a census return is and what can be learned from it


To extract data from a census return


To identify changes between 1851 and 1891


To think about reasons for these changes

Lesson:

This may be a snowball or jigsaw activity and children investigate questions about their own time period to share with the rest of the class later

*Questions to investigate:


-where were people on the census form born? (maps may be needed)
Children to tabulate / count / record their findings

Plenary:

In 1851 most people were born in ____________

In 1891 most people were born in ____________

In 2004 most people were born in ____________

Was any change in birth origins evident over the different census periods? Why?

Lesson 4

LO: To investigate evidence of Victorian Life in our local area

Lesson:

*Children to be taken on a guided tour of the local area

*Look for Victorian features of houses / buildings

*Maps could be used to compare differences between then and now

Plenary:

Why have their been these changes

What changes do you think might happen over the next 100 years – why?

Lesson 5

LO: To understand how inventions have changed over the course of time and how they have affected peoples lives.

Lesson:

As an example, investigate washing items.

Who did washing? (poor housewife, washerwoman, servant)

What are the differences between washing equipment then and now?

What major changes?

How have they helped?

Plenary:

What other invention help us today?

Lesson 6

LO: To research and investigate famous Victorians

Lesson

Examples of famous Victorians:

Charles Dickens, Lord Shaftsbury, Mary Seacole, Dr Barnodo, Queen Victoria etc

Lesson:

Children investigate a little about these people (either in small groups or jig saw, snowball etc)

Children to prepare information (computerised, poster, recount, biography etc) – time permitting
